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Dear St. John Neumann Families:

It’s all about Jesus. Whether heading to work (grab that coffee!) or school
(grab that marshmallow cereal!), sitting by the lake, laughing with the kids,
enjoying the grill, or pausing in the pew to give thanks for it all—it’s all about
Jesus.

He is the one who makes sense of life (no, it's not the coffee...). The love of
God made known in Jesus Christ pulls together all the pieces, from the most
glorious to the most modest. The shameful? He took care of that on the cross
and rose to a new life that is our new life through Baptism. He draws us to
celebrate with him at his own meal, the Eucharist, to nourish us with his own
life every time we gather with family, friends, and neighbors.

This faith of the Church is not complicated, but it is not simplistic, either. It is a
straight and narrow path into the richest and deepest gem mine there is, and it
takes a lifetime to examine its beauty. The joy to be found along the way is
indescribable—and the way is Jesus himself.

This booklet describes many of SIN’s ministries for deepening our Catholic
Christian faith. There are Faith Formation and Sacramental Preparation
ministries for children and youth. There are opportunities for adults to
continue to enrich their faith—or, perhaps better put, to allow God and this
wonderful community to enrich their faith.

Adults seeking Baptism or Confirmation are invited to the section on RCIA and
Adult Confirmation. We would love to help you find answers to your questions
and help you fully enter the Church. Or if you have children who “missed”
sacraments at the “typical” time—we’re here to talk.

Our teaching materials are very good at guiding volunteers. If you've helped in
any way before...thank you! If not, would you consider sharing your gifts? Our
children and youth need you to help them know their Creator and Savior in a
personal way. Join our volunteer community (teaching, organizing, crafts...).
We're a large church—it takes hundreds of adults—please pray about this.

Three last things.... One, we encourage every child and youth to be in the
parish Faith Formation ministry or a parochial school every year. No matter
how old we are, we need to keep our feet walking forward in the Church’s
faith. We need to keep the momentum, and this is so important to the core of
our identity.

Two, if the fees present a difficulty, payment plans are a great option and aid is
available. Nobody is turned away because of ability to pay. If you are able to
contribute to the aid fund to help others—thank you (see the registration
form.)

Last, we remain strongly committed to providing a safe environment for
children, youth, and vulnerable adults. All adults who have regular or unsuper-
vised contact with children are required to attend a VIRTUS session, have a
background check, and sign a code of conduct. All enrolled children pre-K and
up are taught age-appropriate strategies for building personal safety.

Thank you for letting us join with you in discovering together how to be more
closely united with Jesus. It’s an amazing journey. Let us know if you have any
questions, and we look forward to another wonderful year!

Blessings,

Pastoral Associates for Faith Founation
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